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be evaluated for traffic calming, but what gets built on each type of street is something
that we would do through our study in determining which types of traffic measures are
appropriate for which times.

This next one details how that study should be done. This one is being deleted,
“speed humps will not be installed on certain types of street” with mirroring what I said
above. There is a section here that I will not go through in detail that allows the
Department of Public Works on a temporary basis to install traffic calming without
County Council approval, so we can do this lighter, quicker, cheaper, or quick-build type
project without going through the resolution process, but it also states that we have to
let Council know about that installation and if Council does not approve a resolution,
we are required to submit it, if we want it to be permanent, then it will be removed
within two (2) years of installation.

In the last section that is being changed is the one that shows how we are
supposed to submit a request to County Council for a draft resolution for a permanent
installation of traffic calming measures and this would be done whether or not we do a
temporary installation first. We may or may not do the temporary installation, but if
we want to put something in permanent, we would submit a resolution to County
Council for your approval.

The very last section is changing it to saying we can adopt rules and regulations.
We will adopt internal policies on how we are going to conduct the studies in detail and
what kind of traffic calming on what kinds of street, generally.

That is a relatively brief, long summary of the bill.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you for your work on that. I think that
is good, so if any organization or neighborhood is interested they could watch this, as
well as find the document on our County Council agenda item and they can look at the
details. I appreciate the thought that went into it and to me it looks reasonable.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any further questions from the
Members on this item? Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: Thank you, Michael and Troy, for the
presentation. I have a couple of questions. For the definition of...

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Mike, can you stop the screen share, please.

Mr. Moule: Yes.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you.
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Councilmember Evslin: For the definition of highway or street on
page 2, where it says it has to be used for more than five (5) years to be considered a
highway or street. What happens if a new neighborhood is built and it has not been
used for five (5) years? Does that mean you cannot do traffic calming measures until
the five-year period has passed? I see that it was in the older definition too and it has
to carry over. I am just interested in what the reason for the five (5) years is and if it
will have any impacts.

Mzr. Moule: The definition of highway and street—they
mean the same thing in County and State Vehicle Code and we are adding street. You
can see above here the highway or street is an added definition and a deleted definition
of highway. We are trying to make them roughly the same as what is in the state code.
The main definition is that the entire width of the property lines between private
properties for every publicly maintained way or thoroughfare you could travel. This
five-year portion is for private ways or thoroughfare, which for more than five (5) years
have been continuously used by the general public to be able to travel. So elsewhere in
the document, in the previous section there is a definition of “County street,” which
means street under the jurisdiction in control of the County of Kaua‘il and in the
discussion about the traffic calming measures, they can only be applied on a county
street. So the private streets were not where we would put traffic calming measures on
through this code, because they are private and the code only allows on county streets.
So it would not matter whether it is considered a highway or street by this definition
for the purpose of traffic calming. That five-year item is taken from the State Vehicle
Code and must have some of the legal meaning, we did not change it from what is in
the State Vehicle Code, I believe. We had something similar, as you can see in the
definition above for more than five (5) years—I do not know where that came from, but
it has been in both county code and State Vehicle Code for a long time. I think it had
more to do with other sections of the chapter, not the traffic calming. Highways deal
with how police can enforce or how people should be able to drive on private streets.

Councilmember Evslin: Okay, so I guess it has not necessarily been a
barrier in the past. If you want to do something you need to wait for the five-year clock
to run out before you can act on it.

Mr. Moule: I am sorry, you were a little distorted there.

Councilmember Evslin: Just to clarify that the five (5) years is not a
barrier in any way. If you want to act, but this is not defined as a street, so you cannot
put a traffic calming measure on it because five (5) years has not elapsed yet. Nothing
wonky along those lines could occur.

Mr. Moule: Yes. I think there may not be anything to right
of private entity from building traffic calming on their own street. In fact, there are
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some that have. For example, in Princeville, as well as Pe‘e Road in Po‘ipu, which is
partially privately owned and there has to be humps on the street.

Councilmember Evslin: If a new residential neighborhood is built by a
developer, do they often give that roadway network to us after it is built?

Mr. Moule: Yes, in the vast majority of cases, subdivision
streets are dedicated over to the County. The exceptions are some neighborhoods like
Kukui‘ula which only designate some of the streets, which are intended to be future
through streets, but the rest of the streets in Kukui‘ula are private. There are other
examples as well, where the street remains private, but they are still required to be
open, because the County typically allows gates or Planning allows gated communities
in the Planning Code. But there are private streets open to public travel within
subdivisions. Another example is Kiahuna Plantation Drive that goes up past the
Po‘ipt Shopping Village past Pilimai and the new subdivision—the new controversial
development north of there, then all the way to Wainani subdivision—those are all
private streets, as are the side roads off of that street. So I would argue that those
would be highways or streets of discussion, but they are not allowed the traffic calming
under the County process. But they will be able to do that on their own, because they
are privately owned.

Councilmember Evslin: I guess, what I am getting at is if a new
subdivision is built and they deed those streets over to the County after they are built,
then the County could not enact any traffic calming measures for five (5) years or am I
misunderstanding that?

Mzx. Moule: Once it 1s deeded to the County, it is a publicly
maintained street.

Councilmember Evslin: Okay.

Mr. Moule: .The five (5) years is only applicable for the

private ways or thoroughfares, not the public ones.

Councilmember Evslin: Oh, I understand. I am so sorry. I was reading
that wrong. Okay.

Mr. Moule: Sorry. If that is not clear, we can check with
our attorney to make sure. That was the way it was intended. I believe it copies the
state code, hopefully, word for word, but we can double check that.

Councilmember Evslin: No, I am sorry. I was reading that with more
than five (5) years applying to all of it, not just the private. Okay, makes sense.
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Mr. Moule: Okay. Sorry.

Councilmember Evslin: The other question regarding the fifty
dollar ($50) fee, in the past or every so often we get people E-mailing with concerns
about people speeding in their neighborhood and you folks often do good studies looking
at driving speeds and whether traffic calming measures would be necessary. Currently,
when someone wants that study done they can just E-mail and request it. Now for that
initial look into it, it would cost fifty dollars ($50) or is it only if they are requesting not
just a look into to speeding, but requesting the actual speed humps, do they have to pay
the fifty dollars ($50)?

Mr. Moule: If they are actually requesting traffic calming,
it is just a matter of us doing traffic counts for the appropriate speed limit—there would
be no cost to that. But if there was a specific request for traffic calming measures, what
our plan would be is to develop an application form. There is an application form that
you submit with a fee and you are requesting traffic calming measures on this street,
for example, so that is how we would do it, somewhat how we do our other permit
applications like driveway permits, road permits, or grading permits. Although, we
probably would not call it the “permit,” but it would be a “request” for traffic calming
measures on a written form that has a fee associated with it. So an E-mail that says,
“We are concerned about speed on my street, can you check to see if the speed limit is
okay?”’ would still be possible and we still check the speed for speed limits. But if you
have an E-mail that said, “I am concerned about the speed on my street. I would like
to have traffic calming measures.” What we would do is say, “We have this process for
that. Here is the form. You apply to request traffic calming measures and pay the fee.”
Then we will do a study and consider traffic calming measures. If we determine they
are warranted, we will propose a resolution to the County Council.

Councilmember Evslin: Okay. It seems like there might be some
overlap in people’s requests. For me, I live in a neighborhood and I am concerned about
people’s speeding. I do not have the knowledge to know whether the answer is to lower
speed limits or install traffic calming measures. So I guess, if someone E-mails to say,
“I am concerned about speeding,” then you folks look into it and come back saying, “Yes,
traffic calming measures could be an answer here.” Is it possible that they pay the fifty
dollars ($50) after they know that a potential answer is traffic calming measures?

Mr. Moule: I think that is a possible way for that to occur.
If we did a speed study on the general speed request, we might say, “Here are the
results, this is an opportunity where traffic measures might be appropriate, here is the
request form to request those and you can attach your fee payment.”

Councilmember Evslin: Okay, yes, that sounds good and appropriate.
My last question, in the past—and I have sent some through—people are concerned of
speeding in their neighborhoods, but they were collector roads and sometimes the quick
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answer that comes back is, “There are no speed humps that are going to be done here.”
Will you folks possibly be relooking at some of these requests in the past or have you
done traffic analysis in the past on these collector roads?

Mr. Moule: That is a good question. There is a long list of
collector roads with through streets by the old ordinance that would not allow speed
humps. This new bill does allow us to...on our own volition, start a study. So there are
two (2) ways to initiate this: one is the public requests, the other is by us saying, “Let
us do this.” Probably if Council asked us to do it, we could initiate a request that way
too, in theory. I think that is something that we might look at doing in areas where we
have a lot of requests. I do not think we would do them all at once. Any time that we
do it will take up staff time. We have a traffic count machine and the staff to make
these evaluations, but we cannot do them all at once. So that is something that we
would consider doing going back to our list, but certainly, if we had specific requests
from the public, I think those would be higher priority first. But we might have a list
that we are going to get to over the course of six (6) months or something that gets
pushed back if we get individual requests. But I think it would make sense for us to
look at some of the old ones.

Councilmember Evslin: One more question, we received an E-mail from
this Disability and Communication Access Board (DCAB) requesting and I forwarded
it to Troy did you see it requests that the bill be amended by incorporating the guiding
principles for mobility and safety and pedestrians with disabilities.

Mr. Moule: I did not see that. It could have been E-mailed
to me and I have not seen it yet, so I will take a look at that though and see what that
might mean for us making a change.

Councilmember Evslin: Okay. Yes, if you want to look at that and get
back to us later. That is all of my questions. Thank you, Michael and Troy.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: This is just first reading, so if the Committee
has any amendments they would like to make, they can do that in the Committee
Meeting also, after speaking with Mike and if it is an appropriate amendment.
Councilmember DeCosta.

Councilmember DeCosta: It was just a final discussion.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any further questions from the
Members on this item?

Councilmember DeCosta: Actually, I did have a question.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta.
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Councilmember DeCosta: I will make it really short, so we do not have
you talk anymore if you do not want to talk anymore. When you say private roads that
the developer has and we do not allow any gates, I heard you say in our County
Ordinance, can that private developer without the gate being there still deny access if
the public wanted to drive by and look at nice houses, maybe take their dog on walk on
the sidewalk, is there an ability to do that, because it is a private road without a gate
or are we not supposed to do that as a community?

Mr. Moule: Just to clarity, if I hear your question correctly,
it was whether private subdivisions can keep other people from driving or walking onto
their property. That is not a question that I am able to answer. I think that might be
something for Planning or I am not sure who would be able to answer that question, or
perhaps our Office of the County Attorney. I am not sure the answer to that question
or how to answer that correctly.

Councilmember DeCosta: Maybe you can get that answer for me and get
back to me, I would like to find out.

Mzr. Moule: Okay, I will try to find out who would know
that.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any further questions from the
Members? If not, is there any final discussion from the Members? Councilmember
Evslin.

There being no objections, the meeting was called back to order, and proceeded
as follows:

Councilmember Evslin: I just want to say, I strongly support basically
every aspect of this. I think broadening the measures that we can take for traffic
calming is huge. Broadening the applications that we can do that in is big. I also think
even though it takes away some of our power here by giving Public Works the flexibility
to sort of test and iterate in a quicker process is hugely important and I think that we
need to be able to quickly adapt to the way that the public is using places, especially as
we try to design more pedestrian-friendly areas. Giving you folks the capacity to quickly
innovate is really important. So I really appreciate your folks’ work here in bringing
this to us.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Kualifi.

Councilmember Kuali‘i: I just want to say thank you so much, Michael,
for all of this information and for putting this forward. I think it is really important. I
am a strong supporter as well. Several years back, I used to be on the board of Get Fit
Kaua‘i. Like this letter from DCAB talks about, pedestrian safety... I think as we move
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forward and we want to get people out of their cars and more people walking, we just
have to make sure that the environment is conducive for them to do that. So we have
all these improvements now to Rice Street and that is beautiful, but we need to make
our island safer for people to walk and this is one way to do it. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta, then
Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember DeCosta: Again, thank you for that Councilmember
Kualii. More conducive to walking, more conducive to traffic safety and pedestrians.
Thank you, Michael for all of that information that you have presented to us this
morning. We are lucky to have you in our County—very smart man. I still want to
remind our people out there that I am okay, I know Councilmember Evslin mentioned
something about relinquishing some of our Council power, and we are fine with that as
long as we are headed in the right interest of our community and benefiting the majority
of our community—that is how we should all be thinking and moving towards. Please,
when you see the traffic light blinking, the pedestrian crosswalk here in Lihu‘e, there
are still a lot of people who race right through it. The pedestrian has the right-of-way,
you drivers out there. If you see the yellow light flashing, stop for the pedestrian.
Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I just want to emphasize some things that I
think are some of the strongest elements for me. I appreciate the temporary installation
of traffic calming measures. A lot of times, it is a now-not-later, is what we need. I also
appreciate the application process with the fifty dollar ($50) fee in that there is a very
definitive request at that point, so it is measurable and it has that modest amount of
money that demonstrates intent. I appreciate that and when we talk about traffic
calming devices—that it is a range of solutions. There is much in here that I like. I am
not even emphasizing that I do not like anything. I still need to learn a little bit more.
I like the public notification, which is very clear. Where the Council still has power is
in that final portion of it where it becomes complete and firm. So if the community does
not like it or we recognize that we thought it would work, but it is not that great, it
caused more problems than it has solved...It might be that the Engineering Division
can already pull it back, but the Council still has word on it and I recognize that the
Engineering Division at the Department of Public Works is going to be more of the
expert on it. I am hoping when we do this that there is a good log of what is taken if it
passes that we see where we can reflect a year or two (2) from now, because what really
makes a difference is if it gets implemented. So we can work more on it in the
Committee Meeting, but I appreciate having the opportunity to really discuss it on first
reading, so if there are other ideas or important issues that the public, community, and
neighborhood associations have a chance to weigh in and I appreciate the
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communication from the Disability and Communication Access Board giving us a
guideline and outline of what works for them. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Carvalho.

Councilmember Carvalho: I just wanted to add more on having to be
involved in this whole transformation from the walkable, bikeable, and connected
community, this whole discussion is based on safety—I totally support this discussion.
I think we have a lot more to do, but we have set the foundation. I believe that based
upon what has taken place to-date, more resources will come our way to enhance and
to better provide for not only the people driving, but our pedestrians who we are
encouraging to get out and walk and enjoy the outdoors, as well as people who drive.
Just wanted to say that and see a lot of parts of this discussion and gone through that.
Very important, but very supportive overall.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? If not, roll call vote.

(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda item.)

The motion to for passage of Proposed Draft Bill (No. 2824) on first reading,
that is be ordered to print that a public hearing thereon be scheduled for
July 7, 2021 and referred to the Public Works & Veterans Services Committee
was then put, and carried by the following vote:

FOR PASSAGE: Carvalho, Chock, Cowden,
DeCosta, Evslin, Kuali‘l, Kaneshiro TOTAL -7,
AGAINST PASSAGE: None TOTAL - 0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL -0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None ~ TOTAL -0.
Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Seven (7) ayes.
BILLS FOR SECOND READING:

Bill No. 2818, Draft 1 — A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE
OPERATING BUDGET AND FINANCING THEREOF FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
JULY 1, 2021 TO JUNE 30, 2022 (Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Operating Budget)

Councilmember Kualili moved to approve Bill No. 2818, Draft 1 on second and
final reading, and that it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval,
seconded by Councilmember DeCosta.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Right now is the time for us to say any final
words we want on the budget, so I do not think there will be any questions on the
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budget. Is there any final discussion from the Members regarding the budget? If not,
I can go first. For me, I just want to say, we have a balanced budget, we are funding
all of our positions. It is a good budget, but ultimately, not collecting TAT is going to
have a big impact on our County. Fortunately, we have been putting money into our
Reserve. We are covering that amount. The last thing we want to do is balance our
budget with our Reserve—that is what we are doing now, but that is what the Reserve
is there for. It is to cover items that are unexpected and not receiving TAT in the
upcoming budget is unexpected for us and we are going to cover it with our Reserve
and we are going to have to figure out what we are going to do to fill that gap moving
forward. As far as the budget goes, that is going to be a big red flag for us on what
we are going to do to cover that fourteen million dollar ($14,000,000) or fifteen million
dollar ($15,000,000) gap that we have. Ultimately, we cannot go on year-after-year
with that fourteen million dollar ($14,000,000) or fifteen million dollar ($15,000,000)
gap, because we are going to run our Reserve down to zero in no time. Other than
borrowing that, I think we did a good budget. It is a tight budget. We have addressed
all of the issues that have come up year-after-year. I believe we have put over two
million dollars ($2,000,000) into Housing. Year-after-year there is another two
million six hundred thousand dollars ($2,600,000) or somewhere in that range. This
year again for Housing, we have hit all of the priorities that the public asked us to
take care of. I know in the past, maintaining of parks have been a big issue. They
have money in the budget for parks this year. I think our parks were really
underutilized last year due to COVID-19, so we did not get a lot of complaints about
our parks. Moving forward, those are things we are going to have to watch. Again, I
want to thank the Administration, Councilmembers, and staff for the hard work that
goes into it. We have been working together a lot better, so that is why I think we go
through these budget meetings and things are a lot smoother, we are getting the
budget the way we want to see it, the Administration is being very receptive to the
comments and issues that we have had with the budget and they are addressing it
prior to submitting the supplemental, so you do not see a lot of fighting or jockeying
for positions on the budget, because we have been working together on priorities we
want to see, so I think we did a good job going through the budget. We looked line
item after line item, ultimately, the biggest thing we are going to have moving
forward is what are we going to do if we do not receive TAT and if we do not receive
TAT in the future that would be our biggest issue. Beyond COVID-19, hopefully we
do not get any more natural disasters. We have money in our Reserve Fund to cover
any natural disaster or maybe another full year of no TAT, but after that we are really
going to be struggling, so we need to fill that gap. Those are my comments on the
budget. Councilmember Kuali‘i.

Councilmember Kualii: I will ditto everything you said. I will just say
that it was very important for me that we did not increase any of the taxes, especially
because of our most vulnerable, including our kipuna on fixed income. Along with
the Real Property Taxes, I am happy that the Administration and the (inaudible)
were able to support postponing the Real Property Tax due dates to give people relief
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in that way. Also, that we continue to do our Real Property Tax relief programs, such
as the very low-income tax credit, which is providing two hundred twenty-nine
thousand dollars ($229,000) in relief. Then, of course, our Real Property Tax
exemptions to homestead, low-income exemption, and age exemption, which I know
personally from some family members and friends how that helps and provides relief.
I am really happy that we did not get faced with layoffs or furloughs. It was important
for us, especially when the economy turns down and it is being tough on our society
in general that we start by supporting our own workers and keeping sure they are
employed, so we can continue doing our services to the public. Very important, thank
you to prior Administrations and prior Councils for ensuring that we budgeted in
such a constrained way over the years that we were able to have a Reserve Fund and
those “rainy day” funds, so that we could help with emergency response before any
Federal funding came to us and deal with our operational shortfalls. As the Housing
& Intergovernmental Relations Committee Chair, the two million six hundred
thousand dollars ($2,600,000) that we are able to put into our Housing Fund is really
important. It is not the original five million dollars ($5,000,000) that we had wanted,
but considering we are dealing with COVID-19 that we did not have to go all the way
down to zero, that is really important that we are still investing in housing. Lastly,
I could not thank everyone more, the Administration, the Mayor and his team, and
the work that they do behind the scenes day-to-day to make the budget work, and our
Council Services Staff, our budget team, and all of the staff, the work that they do
day in and day out to make our job easier. Budget is our biggest and toughest job and
we spend a lot of time on it. Think of the time that we spend as Councilmembers,
how much time the staff behind us our supporting us that they have put in the long
hours, so we can never thank them enough. Of course, my fellow Councilmembers
and the public for giving input along the way and their feedback. Thank you, Chair.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: I will add one more to my comments and I will
not say anything more. I would be remiss not to say, roads have always been a huge
issue and with having the ability to receive General Excise Tax, we have been able to
put money towards roads. You have seen that on Koloa Road, “the tunnel of trees
road,” Maluhia Road, without that General Excise Tax money, we would not be able
to address any of those roads. As long as I have been on the Council, some of the big
issues have been roads, housing, parks, and you can see we have been addressing
those items year after year trying to address them, so that is where I am happy with
the budget—that we are listening to the community and trying to address those types
of issues. Councilmember DeCosta.

Councilmember DeCosta: Thank you for that, Council Chair Kaneshiro.
I just want to reiterate what both of you have said and one word come to my mind, it
is “cohesive.” I know a lot of people and they ask me—I am the newbie

Councilmember, besides our former Mayor—and they ask, how do I like being on the
Council? 1 say, Council Services and the people supporting us, our staff here, the
seven (7) Councilmembers that we work with under a cohesive fiscally responsible
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attitude we have, it is amazing what we have accomplished. I think and I would like
to say this proudly, we are redefining how a Council works together. We do not need
the pilikia, we work well, we do it for the best interest of our community, and I am
very proud to have Reiko as our Director of Finance, Mike Dahilig did an excellent
job this year as far as I know, working with our important questions, our budget
questions, making things happen, and a big “shout-out” to all of the people. Our
community needs to know that. I believe that I am speaking only for myself that the
community is in good hands with the team they have working for them. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any further final discussion?
Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: Thank you, Chair. It certainly was a
challenging year again for budget, especially with the State “pulling the rug out from
under us” at the last minute with the TAT. I appreciate the Administration making
the right call here in funding that with the Reserve, rather than trying to make a
bunch of last-minute impactful cuts. This necessitates us making potentially hard
calls going forward over the next year and figuring out ways that we are going to
recover those TAT funds as the Governor decides what direction he is going to go
here. I want to just recognize that surge of letters that we had last week regarding
the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF). 1 appreciate also the public’s focus on
diversion and recycling efforts. Unfortunately, that all came largely too late, we
cannot make any changes to the budget that we did not have a vote on in
decision-making three (3) weeks ago. I think though that diversion is critical and we
should be focusing time, effort, and resources on it and hopefully over the next year
and as we go into our next budget cycle next year that we can start having this
conversation a little bit earlier in trying to sort out the future of our landfill here, but
I appreciate the public focus on the MRF and diversion. One of the things that I am
most excited about in the budget is the renewed focus on wastewater. In a large
sense, the battlefront in the housing crisis is shifting somewhat from zoning to
infrastructure—water and wastewater in some sense. There is a number of aspects
in the budget that deal with wastewater including the Administration adding that
position for another Wastewater Engineer—I think is critical. I think that sewer
expansion study is critical. The possibility of a cesspool conversion program—these
are all big steps forward. Obviously, again, I want to thank all of our Councilmembers
here, and the Administration, especially Reiko and Ken for all of their really
dedicated work on the budget over the last few months. Then our staff here who does
incredible work on the budget and helping support us here. Looking forward to
passing this budget. Then hopefully, next year we have a less eventful budget cycle
with no last minute surprises.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? Councilmember
Carvalho.
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Councilmember Carvalho: Just following up on all of what was said, but
knowing and having the experience on the Administration side and becoming
newly-elected Councilmember and having an awesome team here on this side and
knowing all the different challenges that we have to go through and still go through,
but we came out together, I believe that dialogue and information—great job on the
Administration side. The Mayor and the team working close with our staff and all of
us preparing the questions regarding the budget. Overall, the Reserve is one of the
bigger parts that I feel good about. At least we have that in place and we need to be
very creative as we move forward. I just wanted to say that and at the same time,
one of the bigger things, overall, was just being able to look at the repair and
maintenance program as we move forward of our existing facilities. I think that is
going to be the next steps for Department of Parks & Recreation, Department of
Transportation, our Chair and all the other ones, but that is going to be another area
that is going to be very important—the repair and maintenance of our current
facilities. But just the process and having gone through it and all of the working
together type of relationships that form, which is great, so I just wanted to mention
that overall for me, knowing all the different challenges that we have had from the
TAT-—that is going to be another area that we need to work closely on. Again, mahalo
to the staff here on this side for all the hard work and follow through. But the budget
is going to be very challenging. I am just going to say that upfront, but I think with
the right people and right understanding, we can make it through one step at a time
with the public of course—hearing their concerns or bringing their concerns to the
table and addressing them one step at a time. Thank you, Chair.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I am in agreement with my colleagues. I want
to thank the Administration and the many departments for their work in trimming
the expenses that can be deferred, pursuing these grants annually to share and
defray the cost with the Federal government, the State, and maintaining the Reserve.
I know for some departments like Parks, it has been particularly difficult and I want
to honor them and look at where it might seem, where we look at two hundred
forty-three million dollar ($243,000,000) budget, that maybe some places we have
missed placed priorities as an island, as a whole, I just have to speak to, for my days
on this Memorial Day weekend has been helping to bear the brunt of County policies
and I have been at Lydgate Park for those days and we have now shut off the
electricity and the water, working hard to push about one hundred (100) people out
of the park and I just do not want it to be lost in this discussion where we have things
doing a pretty good job for most. I emptied my small car of everything, so I could help
move people. I am out there trying to help and I am watching an uncle with no feet
very capable of rolling up his tent and everything he is doing and he needs to load his
wheelchair. As you leave Lydgate, it is uphill and downhill. There are combat
veterans from recent wars who risked their lives for us and I am watching them on
Memorial Day not knowing where they are going to go—and as I am looking, there is
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a blind person and a deaf person, do I take them to the bike path? I know a lot are
moving into Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) areas where they have
all the cover, because you need the shade, but there is no water and there is no sewage
and I worry for fires. This is a national crisis and it belongs to society as a whole, but
I think this is something that we have to be working on in this next year, because it
is not just the people in encampments, there are many experiencing far less visible
circumstances. I have been helping people leave to states that they have almost never
even considered. We are going to need to find some flexibility in our zoning solutions,
in some way to take care of our people, because as these eviction moratoriums lift,
there are going to be more people. As Committee Chair for Public Safety & Human
Services this is fully in my kuleana and I am watching carefully and closely. I honor
our County Administration for doing such a great job with limited resources for most
of us. It is not the County’s job to handle this, but as I watch when we have the
twenty-two million dollars ($22,000,000) and the different programs to help people,
if no one is willing to rent to this community, no matter how much is in there of that
twenty-two million dollars ($22,000,000), if someone is not going to be renting, we
have to create some other type of solution. I am in agreement with what everyone
said and I had to go swimming to hide my tears when I watched what people are
going through. We have to take care of our whole island and we have to find a way.
I am thankful for all the success. I thank every department. My heart goes out to
parks because it is not their fault that it is our policy that is why I am down there
being the face of the County as this difficult weekend has happened. Thank you to
the Administration for doing a great job with the budget. I am reaching out to
everyone on this island to be willing to allow the County to choose places to move
people. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta.

Councilmember DeCosta: I would like to make a constructive comment
back to my colleague, Councilmember Cowden. Saying how well Parks did and then
bringing up moving homeless out of the parks kind of sends a mixed message to our
community. Ibelieve there are two sides of what is happening here. We need to take
our homeless—it is a must and it does not seem like County, State, or private has any
idea how to do it, because there is no idea how to do it. We do not have land. IfI
could, in the most common sense, look at our constituents out there and say, if any
wealthy landowners within our Kaua‘l community want to give the County some
acreage to put a viable ranch/farming/homeless community—that would be our
answer, but we do not. Now, there is work that needs to be done and our County
wanted to get our parks back for our local people to enjoy, so we were between a rock
and a hard place. Hats off to everybody who worked really hard. Homelessness is a
very emotional issue. I know you spend a lot of time down, and you make it apparent
that you spend a lot of time down there, and we are honored that you do, because you
bring back a lot of good information. We have visited those camps like Salt Pond,
Waimea, Lucy Wright, and these people have nowhere to go, because we have no idea
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where to put them—that is the bottom line. We have not forgotten about them. We
are working hard. We need some land to make this happen. I am hoping whoever is
watching today, whether it is large companies out there who own land, if you would
like to donate a section of land, we have an idea as the seven (7) of us to put together
some kind of place where they can have some constructive responsibilities to do and
they can farm to live, but until we have that land, it is going to be very difficult. I
just wanted to say that. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Council Vice Chair Chock.

Councilmember Chock: Thank you, Chair. I do not know if in
eight (8) years on the Council there has been an easy budget, it has always been sort
of an uphill climb, but if I look back five (5) years ago when we were having a difficult
conversation about putting together a reserve policy, I am thankful that we moved as
a Council in the right direction or we would be having a much more difficult
conversation today—so for that, I am very thankful. I am also thankful that we are
not seeing an increase in property tax rates this year—that 1s something we need to
celebrate. I am also very excited about the one Council initiative that we did move
through on the budget this year, in terms of securing this sewer expansion study, as
well as securing this pass-through funding program with the State for cesspool
conversions. I think these are things we need to celebrate. It has been a tough year
with the pandemic and with the natural disasters that have been on its tail and right
through it, so we are not strangers to being nimble and flexible and knowing what
the priorities are and I think, as was said around this table, the priorities are there.
We know what they are. It is about how it is we get to answering them. I think that
we are moving in the direction, I am very thankful as well, that there is two million
six hundred thousand dollars ($2,600,000) in the Housing Revolving Fund. That is,
again, not what we had wanted to have—we wanted more of course, but this is where
I think this conversation about helping our houseless population really starts to move
towards solutions and I think that is where the Administration needs to focus. But
it is more than just this funding in the Housing Agency. It is about the rest of the
community’s input and support as Councilmember DeCosta has mentioned, I think
the request is there. But for the County—we have a model—Kealaula is meant
specifically for transition in a way that we all—our neighbors, our family, our friends,
want to see, but we need buy-in from the community as to where to put these projects
and with that kind of partnerships we can move forward on it. So there is a glimmer
of hope in my mind that it can still occur both on the westside community and the
north, but it will take everyone not just the County and not just the State, who we
have to also acknowledge, who has come to the table to help support these kinds of
initiatives. I am also excited about the possibility of how we pivot as a community.
What this has taught is, one, how to survive amidst changing industries perhaps,
changing at least the face of it and how we can do it better. So I am excited with a
lot of what I heard from the Office of Economic Development and what we can do as
a County to support emerging industry opportunities. One of the pieces that we need
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to look forward to is not only housing and agriculture, but it is also looking at our tax
system in order to...I say we have not raised taxes and that i1s a great
accomplishment, I think that we need to be able to tax appropriately in order to get
the outcomes that we all need. We all know that the County is working at a deficit
and under capacity. So how do we reach that? There are some ideas and the other
counties have taken the lead in setting up a tier system. This is something that I
think is very accessible to us in the next few years that will help us transition to
getting people in the right lane and helping us as a whole community. Along with
that, perhaps focus on how it is we not expand the exemptions so much, but actually
help people get the exemptions that are already in existence, because there are many.
But the gap is helping people through the process in order to actually access them
and secure them year after year and that is something that is more of a
communications piece that we need to ramp up. We take the good and the bad. This
has been somewhat of an uneventful budget just because we do not have money, but
I think that we need to focus on this, as Councilmember DeCosta said, on some of the
glimmers of hope. I am thankful to our staff for helping us do that, as well as the
Administration. I acknowledge, as was mentioned earlier, their ability or interest in
wanting to work with us at the front end of the supplemental budget coming online,
so that we can make the adjustments ahead of our budget decision process, which
makes it much smoother. So thank you colleagues that is all I have to say.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I want to acknowledge another glimmer of
hope that I am seeing in our community that will help to strengthen our recovery and
that is the remote work that we have been able to do. I think it gives a lot more
opportunity for people, when instead they used to go away for work for the bulk of
their careers they will be able to come back and do it.

(Councilmember Chock was noted as not present.)

Councilmember Cowden: Just in response to Councilmember DeCosta,
we have State and County land, we have ways, so we need to be creative with how we
work with the County Planning Department zoning to be able to make realities work.
We can do things to help strengthen. It is within our ability, but it takes the
community to be willing and welcoming of solutions.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Kualifi.

(Councilmember Chock was noted as present.)

Councilmember Kuali‘i: The only other thing I would add is that our
budget session may be ending, but our fiscal work continues and I think it continues
in us working to identify supplemental funding sources for our County. As well as
working with the Administration to prioritize how we expend those funds to make
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the greatest impact on our operations and our residents. To that note, I want to point
out that I just received the NACo update for the month of June and I will be sharing
that with all of you; there are so many resources at naco.org. So I will even say to
constituents out there who want to help us, naco.org has all of this information and
they have a state and local fiscal recovery fund resources hub. They are coming up
with a small virtual summit called Counties at Work and it is happening next
Thursday and Friday, so even before our convention this summer or next month on
automation and emerging technologies, remote work, shifting demographics, and the
vast impacts of COVID-19. Then up-to-date information on the latest negotiations
on the infrastructure package. I have gone through looking at the information from
congressional committees and it is just way too much, so the fact that NACo is there
in Washington D.C. and they analyze and summarize it and put it in a format that it
workable for all our counties—it is very useful, so go and check it out. The last part
is they have something called a NACo Knowledge Network. So all of the different
workshops and summits and things that they provide throughout the year like this
Counties at Work virtual summit next Thursday and Friday, if you are not able to
get there then you can still go to the library and watch it after the fact. COVID-19
has taught us that we have a way to share our resources more easily, so go and take
advantage of that. This Friday, there is a session on breaking down the American
Rescue Plan Act, understanding the funding available to your counties. It is just an
hour, so go and check that out. Thank you. Our work continues.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? If not, roll call vote.

(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda item.)

The motion to approve Bill No. 2818, Draft 1 on second and final reading, and
that it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval was then put, and carried by
the following vote:

FOR APPROVAL: Carvalho, Chock, Cowden,
DeCosta, Evslin, Kuali‘l, Kaneshiro TOTAL -7,
AGAINST APPROVAL: None TOTAL -0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL -0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0.
Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Seven (7) ayes.

Bill No. 2819, Draft 1 — A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND FINANCING THEREOF FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR JULY 1, 2021 TO JUNE 30, 2022 (Fiscal Year 2021-2022 CIP Budget)

Councilmember Kuali‘i moved to approve Bill No. 2819, Draft 1 on second and
final reading, and that it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval,
seconded by Councilmember Carvalho.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions or discussion from the
Members? If not, we will take a roll call vote.
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(Written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to testify
regarding this agenda item.)

The motion to approve Bill No. 2819, Draft 1 on second and final reading, and
that it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval was then put, and carried by
the following vote:

FOR APPROVAL: Carvalho, Chock, Cowden,
DeCosta, Evslin, Kuali‘i, Kaneshiro TOTAL - 7,
AGAINST APPROVAL: None TOTAL -0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL -0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0.
Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Seven (7) ayes.

Bill No. 2823 — A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE
NO. B-2020-866, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE OPERATING BUDGET OF
THE COUNTY OF KAUAYI, STATE OF HAWAIT, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
JULY 1, 2020 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021, BY REVISING THE AMOUNTS
ESTIMATED IN THE GENERAL FUND (Transient Accommodations Tax Revenue
Reduction (Second Half of the Year)— $7,467,500.00)

Councilmember Kualii moved to approve Bill No. 2823 on second and final
reading, and that it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval, seconded by
Councilmember Cowden.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions or discussion from the
Members? Again, I will say this is an impact for this fiscal year and this is the impact
of not receiving TAT. We are using seven million four hundred thousand
dollars ($7,400,000) of our reserve fund balance to cover money we would have received
in TAT this year. TAT will be a big issue moving forward. With that, we will take a
roll call vote.

(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda item.)

The motion to approve Bill No. 2823 on second and final reading, and that it be
transmitted to the Mayor for his approval was then put, and carried by the

following vote:
FOR APPROVAL: Carvalho, Chock, Cowden,
DeCosta, Evslin, Kuali‘i, Kaneshiro TOTAL -7,
AGAINST APPROVAL: None TOTAL -0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Seven (7) ayes.



COUNCIL MEETING 38 JUNE 2, 2021

Council Chair Kaneshiro: With that, Councilmember Kuali‘i
asked for a point of personal privilege, so I will give him that.

Councilmember Kuali‘i: Thank you, Chair. I just want to say, mahalo
nut loa, a big thank you to the Mayor and my fellow Councilmembers for yesterday’s
Mayoral proclamation and Council certificate supporting June 2021 as lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) pride month and June 5th as the date of
the second annual pride parade. As an announcement and putting the information
out there, Kaua‘i is celebrating LGBTQ pride month with its second annual Kaua‘i
pride parade that will take place on June 5, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. this
Saturday. The parade will be a drive-thru experience to ensure the safety of the
community and the groups participating. Floats will be stationary along Rice Street,
distanced from other groups and there will not be contact between groups and the
public. The public in their cars will drive from Vidinha Stadium to the State
Department of Health on Umi Street. Social distancing, wearing masks, and having
public spectators remain in their vehicles will create a safe atmosphere for all. The
parade is a family-friendly event where all are welcomed to help celebrate diversity,
inclusion, acceptance, dignity, and unity on our island. Happy pride month to our
community. Thank you, Chair.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: That concludes the business on our agenda.
Not seeing or hearing any objections, this Council Meeting is now adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

There being no further business, the Council Meeting adjourned at 10:18 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

JADE K FOUNTAIN-TANIGAWA
County Clerk
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